
 

'There is one body, and one Spirit, just as there is one hope to which God has called you.’ 

Ephesians 4: 4-5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Message from the Headteacher 

 

Well the snow came! I know in Stafford we don’t always get a lot…but with the direction our 

playground faces, any amount can stop play – literally! To keep the children safe the children have had 

quite a lot of indoor play this week, however the children remained positive and have tried their best 

to continue to focus in learning time, whilst still having fun during indoor playtime.  

We have been focussing on our lunchtime club offer – Times Table Rockstars has been very popular this 

week! The competition is getting serious and the children are continuously challenging themselves to 

be as quick as they can. We aim for children to be able to answer a question in 6 seconds…however 

this week some children have been answering in less than 2 seconds – incredible! Practice really does 

make perfect – and at St Pauls we say that ‘Practice makes maths easy!’ Supporting at home daily with 

basic number skills really does make a huge difference.  

We have passed the £200 mark in our Cashpot For Schools from Asda! What a brilliant total so far – 

and there is still time left. The cashpot closes on November 30th. If you are doing your weekly shop, 

popping in for some bread or being organised and starting your Christmas shopping this weekend, 

there is still time to sign up to the App if you haven’t already and select our school for the cashpot. It 

doesn’t cost you a thing – just simply scan at the till. Thank you to all of those who have used it so far, 

your support is very much appreciated. When the cashpot is closed and we receive our final amount 

we will keep you updated on what we spend the money on.  

Our theme for Worship this half-term is Compassion – how Jesus showed this in many of his bible 

stories but also how we can link this to our school values and British Values. The children were amazing 

at sharing their ideas and taking part in sharing the reading of scriptures and poems. We will continue 

to explore this over the next few weeks as we head towards the importance of Jesus’s birth at this 

special time of year.  

As we approach the end of the first term for this academic year, we would like to hear your views and 

opinions about St Pauls and how we can positively move forward to support you and your children in 

school. We have had so many positive comments from yourselves at Parent’s Evening, from daily 

conversations and from visitors in to school. Your views really do matter. Now is a chance to capture 

those so that we can respond and further improve going into the Spring Term. We have sent a parent 

questionnaire with the digital version of this letter which we would like you to respond to. If you click 

on the link it will take you to a questionnaire. Thankyou in anticipation.  

Have a lovely weekend. 

Miss Gaskell and the St. Paul’s Team.  

 

 

 

 

Weekly Newsletter - Autumn Term – Friday 22nd November 2024 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class % 

Reception 100% 

Year 1/2 96.3% 

Year 3/4 95.3% 

Year 5 96.2% 

Year 6 96.8% 

Being in school every day is so important to ensure children have the best chance possible 

of achieving well and reaching their potential.  

This term our target as a school is 96%. To help children to achieve this we will be inviting 

parents into school to speak with Miss Gaskell to look at ways in which we can support to 

raise the attendance of your child. We will be launching attendance awards and leading 

assemblies with the children so that they understand the importance of being in school 

every day and on time.  

Whole School Weekly 
Attendance 

96.78% 
 

 

 

• The gates close at 8:45am – 

this is so that we are open for 

our statutory time of 32.5 

hours. Please be on time as 

the morning session until 

9:00am is target learning time 

for all children.   
• Our school equipment should not be 

used in the mornings before school. 

The children are not supervised                                

at this time. 

• We still have some children who are 

taking PE kits home and not bringing 

them back into school. It is really 

important that Forest School Kit is 

separate and PE kit is not used for this 

club  

 

 

 

Tuesday 10th (pm) and Thursday 12th (am) 

December  

Reception and Year 1/2 Nativity  

Friday 13th December  

Whole school Christmas jumper day  

Year 3,4,5,6 Pantomime  

Tuesday 17th December  

10:00am Church Service  

Wednesday 18th December  

Whole school Christmas dinner 

After school Carol Service  

Thursday 19th December  

Reception and Year 1/2 trip to Amerton  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class Winner! 

Reception Blossom  

Year 1 Eleanor  

Year 2 Scarlett  

Year 3 Robyn  

Year 4 Elliot  

Year 5 Dean  

Year 6 Jessy  

Class Winner! 

Reception Robyn  

Year 1 Joseph  

Year 2 Cameron  

Year 3 Ryan  

Year 4 Aous  

Year 5 Niamh  

Year 6  George  

 



 

 

 

This week may have been snowy and cold, but Reception have been planning a party to 
warm things up! 

We have used the book ‘Kipper’s Birthday’ to inspire our ideas 
making balloons, paper chains, party plates and other 
accessories. The attention to detail was simply phenomenal and the 

children made some really considered choices about the materials 

they were going to use from the 

creative area! Just look at these – the 

gift bag was a fabulous idea!  

Thank you to all families who have 

shared their birthday celebration 

stories so far, we look forward to 

sharing these during our learning on 

Monday afternoon. 

During phonics sessions, Reception class have been learning about 
GCPs: ‘sh’ (share the shells), ‘th’ (thumbs up, we’re having fun), 
‘ng’ (bling on the ring) and ‘nk’ (I think I am pink). We have also 
been using magnetic tiles to segment words to spell. We did this by 
saying the word, counting the number of sounds we could hear in 
it and then matching the magnetic tiles to the sounds. 

In Maths, we have continued to learn about the numbers 4 and 5 and ways to make these numbers 
(compositions). We have used cubes to build 4 and 5 shapes in different ways, threaded each numbers, 
used five frames to show the number and different colours to find different ways to make the amounts as 
well as show this as candles on our play dough birthday cakes. We even used cubes to form the digits! 

          

Finally, we have continued our theme of ‘Sparkle and Shine’ and been painting and decorating our Daya 
lamps in addition to rescuing Sita from the Demon King. We designed and built bridges to cross the water. 
Could we make sure that we did not touch Sita or the water to rescue her?  

     

Reception have really thought hard this week about how to solve challenges. What a lot of ways they have 
found! 

Reception  



 

 

 

 

The children in Year 1 and 2 have had another amazing week!  

The children were very excited at the start of the 
week when a letter to Santa accidently got delivered 
to our classroom instead of the North Pole! I told the 
children that it reminded me of a story called The 
Jolly Christmas Postman, which we read on Monday. 
The children loved this story and have enjoyed 
looking at the all the post that was delivered by the 
postman. Next week, we will be writing our very own letters to Santa and 
sending them off to the North Pole! 

Year 2 children have begun their shape topic this week. They have been building and developing on their 
knowledge from Year 1 and they have been doing brilliantly with this. While the Year 1 children have been 
consolidating their knowledge of addition within 10 and their instant recall of number bonds to 10. Any 
extra practise at home with number bonds to 10 (without using their fingers to count!) will be extremely 
helpful to all the children.  

Our topic for this term in PSHE is Staying and Keeping Healthy. We began this topic by discussing the 
importance of washing our hands properly. The children showed great understanding that washing our 
hands not only keeps ourselves safe but also keeps others safe as we are not spreading germs. The children 
enjoyed completing a small experiment with some glitter and soap. This experiment showed the children 

just how important it is to use soap when washing their hands.  

Developing on their printing from last week, the children created leaf 
rubbings in our Art lesson. They used different shaped leaves to create a 
display of different textures in their sketchbooks. The children thoroughly 
enjoyed this lesson and the results were amazing! Another creative part of 
our week was in our Computing lesson. The children created digital 
paintings inspired by the Dutch artist Piet Mondrian, they used the shape 
and line tool to create their own versions of Mondrian’s work. The children 
are now able to explain what tools they have used to create their paintings 
and why they are the best tools to use! 

A great week for all the children, well done! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 and Year 2 



 

 

 

Year 3 and 4 have had an exciting and engaging week filled with hands-on learning and creative 
exploration. 

In English, we wrapped up reading the fascinating book Shackleton's Journey and are now 
working towards writing our very own newspaper articles based on the story. To bring the 

narrative to life, we role-played as both Shackleton and reporters, diving into interviews to gather 
information and better understand the thoughts, feelings, and motivations of the characters. 

In Computing, we began planning for our stop-motion animation projects by creating detailed 
storyboards. We explored the key elements of what makes an effective animation, such as smooth 
transitions and realistic movements, and discussed how to use the available resources to bring our 

ideas to life. We’re excited to begin filming next week! 

In Science, we investigated the process of turning solids into liquids, focusing on the most efficient 
ways to melt chocolate. Building on last year’s work on fair testing, we extended our knowledge 

by designing and conducting a fair investigation to analyse our results scientifically. 

In Geography, we practiced persuasive writing by drafting emails to a local developer, advocating 
for specific uses of local land. We presented well-reasoned arguments based on the advantages 

and disadvantages of the different land-use options, considering their impact on the community 
and environment. 

Well done to all the pupils for their hard work and enthusiasm this week—we are proud of your 
creativity and dedication! 

A Fantastic Week for Year 3 and 4! 

 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 and Year 4  



 

 

 

This week in English Year 5 have been writing informal letters. They 
wrote their letters as Katherine Johnson to her daughters. Children 
used informal greetings and sign offs. They also understood that 
informal writing uses shortened words and contractions. They also 
identified that some of the sentences were very short. They also 
used brackets to add extra information.  

 

In Science this week 
children are continuing 

their learning on Properties of materials. Children 
have today stated learning about how to perform a 
fair test. They have learnt about the different variables 
of a fair test such as controlled, independent and 
dependent variable. Next week they will carry out 
their experiment and reach a conclusion.  

 

 

Year 6 have done an amazing job in their writing journey of a 
non-chronological report about the history of NASA and the 
hidden figures. We had a brilliant discussion about them in our 
P4C session and answered the question ‘are black women still 
making history?’. This helps to push the impact of our writing, 
which is to inform the reader of these incredible women in 
history. We have written lots of different types of texts this 
week including formal letters, informal letters and biographies 
to turn fact into opinions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 and Year 6  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday  

Multi-skills/Netball 

Y3, 4, 5 & 6 

Tuesday  

PALS Dance Club 

Y1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6 

Wednesday  

Football  

Y1, 2 & 3 

Thursday  

Lunchtime Choir  

Football  

Y4, 5 & 6 

Friday  

Forest School 

Y3, 4, 5 & 6 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student information: https://youtu.be/JepMe0BkDiI 
  
Parent information: https://youtu.be/dnqfhcdLZvs 
 

 

 

 

We would be so grateful if you could download the Asda 

Rewards App and join our Cashpot for St Pauls. 

We already have £203.96 in the pot which 

is amazing, and this money will come straight back into 

school! 

Please ask at the office if you need any help in how to 

support us. 

 

Please click on the links below 

to watch a video about the Flu 

Vaccination – sent through 

from our local NHS Team. 

https://youtu.be/JepMe0BkDiI
https://youtu.be/dnqfhcdLZvs


 

 



 

 

 

Phone Safety Tips (from UK Safer Internet Centre). Further 
informationhttps://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-

resource/parents-and-carers/phones 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAFEGUARDING CONCERNS 
If you have any Safeguarding 
concerns, please contact  
Miss Gaskell (DSL)  
01785 337436 
Or  
Staffordshire Safeguarding 
Board 0300 1118007 

SEND Questions 
If you have any questions about 
your child regarding Special 
Educational Needs, please 
contact  
Mrs Nevins-Stanford (SENDCo) 
01785 337436 
 

https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers/phones
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers/phones

