
 

'There is one body, and one Spirit, just as there is one hope to which God has called you.’ 

Ephesians 4: 4-5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Message from the Headteacher 

Good afternoon and welcome back!  

What a lovely start to the new term we have had, with welcoming you all into school for our first 

parent’s evening of the year. Thank you so much for attending – we really appreciate how supportive 

you are and it was amazing to see so many of you over the two evenings.  

On Thursday morning we had our phonics workshop. These events will take place throughout the year 

and are so important to give information about your child’s learning and how you can support at 

home. As always, our workshop materials will be emailed out as well as going on to the website. Your 

support for future events is encouraged and welcomed.  

Next week is another busy week. It is anti-bullying week and part of this is Odd Socks Day on Tuesday 

12th November. We are asking that as many children as possible join in with this important event, 

wearing school uniform but wearing the brightest odd socks they can find! This year the theme is 

‘Choose Respect’ which is such an important message and one in which we teach every day at St Pauls 

with our Christian Value of Respect. 

Monday is Remembrance Day where we will be walking to the church to take part in a short service 

and a quiet time to reflect. The children have been working hard to learn a song called ‘We will 

remember.’  

On Friday it is Children in Need. This year we will not be raising money as we have already supported 

some amazing causes so far this year – however we will be showing our support and raising awareness. 

(If you would like to donate to Children in Need we will be displaying the QR in the front entrance on 

the notice board to give quick access and donate directly.)  The children can dress up in something 

yellow or spotty, or the children may just like to wear their uniform and wear a Children in Need 

headband, yellow bows in their hair or spotty scarf. Be creative! During the day we will be learning 

about the charity and taking part in some learning and creative activities.  

Finally, what an amazing week for attendance! 100% in 3 classes and 97% overall. Being in school is so 

important and key learning is missed when absent – even if just for a day. Your continued support to 

make sure the children are Here Every day Ready On time and making them Heroes is brilliant! 

Have a lovely weekend 

See you all on Monday  

Miss Gaskell and the St. Paul’s Team.  
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Class % 

Reception 100% 

Year 1/2 97% 

Year 3/4 100% 

Year 5 100% 

Year 6 96% 

Being in school every day is so important to ensure children have the best chance possible 

of achieving well and reaching their potential.  

This term our target as a school is 96%. To help children to achieve this we will be inviting 

parents into school to speak with Miss Gaskell to look at ways in which we can support to 

raise the attendance of your child. We will be launching attendance awards and leading 

assemblies with the children so that they understand the importance of being in school 

every day and on time.  

Whole School Weekly 
Attendance 

96.82% 
 

 

 

• The gates close at 8:45am – 

this is so that we are open for 

our statutory time of 32.5 

hours. Please be on time as 

the morning session until 

9:00am is target learning time 

for all children.   
• Our school equipment should not be 

used in the mornings before school. 

The children are not supervised                                

at this time. 

• We still have some children who are 

taking PE kits home and not bringing 

them back into school. It is really 

important that Forest School Kit is 

separate and PE kit is not used for this 

club  

 

 

 

 

 

Remembrance Church Service  

Monday 11th November  

New Reception Class 2025 Open Day  

Tuesday 12th November 9:30am and 1:30pm  

Wednesday 13th November  

Reception and Year 6 Heights and weights  

Friday 15th November  

Whole school flu Vaccinations  

Children in Need  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class Winner! 

Reception Carter  

Year 1 Daniel  

Year 2 Lana 

Year 3 Orla 

Year 4 Aous 

Year 5 Marsie 

Year 6 Ruby  

Class Winner! 

Reception Albie 

Year 1 Ava 

Year 2 Isaac 

Year 3 Robyn 

Year 4 Daisy  

Year 5 Sienna 

Year 6  Jethro 

 



 

 

 

 

 

This week reception class have been learning about GCPs: ‘v’ (volcano), ‘w’ (wave), ‘x’ 

(box), and ‘y’ (yoyo). We have worked hard on our mark making skills to form the 

diagonal up – down lines of these graphemes. We have also been reading our new texts 

that were sent home on Thursday. 

          

 

 

 

 

 

On Tuesday, we began our new learning (Sparkle and 

Shine) all about celebrations. We have been learning 

about Diwali, Bonfire Night and celebrating the 

achievements Pablo Fanque who was the ‘Great 

Victorian Showman’. We have made Rangoli plates, 

fireworks and rehearsed our circus skills.  

 

       

 

 

 

 

In Maths, we have been learning about circles and triangles. Counting the numbers of corners and sides, describing 

these as straight or curved. We have also been consolidating our knowledge of 1, 2 and 3, rolling a dice to create our 

own bonfire pictures using leaves and sticks. 

         

This week has really started with a ‘bang’ for our sparkling Reception learners! 

 

Reception  



 

 

 

 

Our first week back in Year 1 and 2 has been a very busy one! We have begun learning about all of our new topics for 

this term and the children have enjoyed developing their knowledge across the whole curriculum.  

We began looking our new text in English ‘Astro Girl’, the children have loved learning facts about Space and how to 

become an astronaut. We have been collecting lots of facts as next week 

we will be writing a fact file all about Space using our new knowledge! 

In Maths, Year 2 children have continued to work on addition and 

subtraction. They have shown excellent resilience this week as the 

learning has been trickier and testing their brains, however they are taking 

on the challenge brilliantly! Year 1 children have begun looking at 3D and 

2D shapes, the children have loved the practical elements of these lessons 

and using the concrete resources to build models using different shapes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our focus in science this week was learning how to grow a plant. The children learnt the process of how to plant and 

nurture a seed for it to grow into a plant. They then used this knowledge to write a set of instructions about how to 

complete this process successfully.  

We have celebrated Black History Month this week, the class were given a significant figure to learn about and our 

person was Katherine Johnson. The children really enjoyed learning about Katherine’s life and the obstacles she had 

to overcome. They also used their Space knowledge from English to make some excellent connections. They had 

some insightful thoughts on how Katherine may have been feeling at points in her life and some amazing advice on 

how we can include and be kind to everyone.  

We carried out our first fieldwork lesson in Geography this week.  

Our enquiry question is 

‘Where on our school grounds 

could we encourage plant 

life?’ The children explored the 

school grounds and made 

observational drawings of the 

plant life we already have on 

our school grounds. The 

children really enjoyed 

completing this activity.  

 

 

Year 1 and Year 2 



 

 

 

In the first week back 
after half-term, the 
children dove into a 
variety of engaging and 
enriching activities 
across the curriculum. 
Black History Month 
continued to inspire 
learning, with a 
spotlight on the life and 
contributions of Nelson 
Mandela. In reading 
and history lessons, 
students explored 
Mandela’s journey, his fight against apartheid, and his lasting 
impact on justice and equality. These discussions helped deepen 

their understanding of perseverance and courage. 

In computing, the children were introduced to stop-motion 
animation, a skill that combined creativity and technical 
understanding. They enjoyed making their own flip books, 
experimenting with drawing and sequencing to create simple 
animations. This hands-on project allowed them to experience 
the basics of animation and storytelling in a fun and interactive 
way. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dance lessons brought a burst of energy to the week, with the children drawing inspiration from Matilda. 
They improvised dance movements to express emotions and scenes from the story, tapping into their 

imagination. To add structure, they learned the Jazz Box Step, a lively sequence that brought rhythm and 
organization to their performance. This step also introduced them to basic jazz dance fundamentals, which 

they incorporated into their final routines. 

 

Year 3 and Year 4  



 

 

 

Year 5 have started their new topic on Solids, Liquids and Gases. To 

begin with we looked at understanding some of the key vocabulary 

that we will be coming across through this unit. The children then 

enjoyed learning about the different states of matter. They described 

and explained the particle models of matter. They also used 

everyday examples such as ice cubes (solid), liquid (water) and steam 

(gas).  

 

For Black History month, 

Year 5 have been learning 

about a significant figure called Marcus Rashford. They researched 

lots of facts about Marcus’s life, career and all the great charities 

that he supports.  

Children produced very detailed and descriptive facts files about 

Marcus Rushford. Through guided Reading sessions children have 

understood the impact of a famous person using his voice to make 

changes in society. Especially his impact on free school meals. 

 

 

Year 6 have begun their new writing topic based on the book 'hidden 
figures', which tells us all about the black women who were a crucial part 
of getting some of the first aircraft's into space. They are going to be 
writing a non-chronological report about these amazing women so, in 
preparation, they have deconstructed a WAGOLL and identified the 
features. They have really enjoyed researching, grouping headings and 
asking lots of questions about this important topic. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 and Year 6  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday  

Multi-skills/Netball 

Y3, 4, 5 & 6 

Tuesday  

PALS Dance Club 

Y1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6 

Wednesday  

Football  

Y1, 2 & 3 

Thursday  

Lunchtime Choir  

Football  

Y4, 5 & 6 

Friday  

Forest School 

Y3, 4, 5 & 6 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student information: https://youtu.be/JepMe0BkDiI 
  
Parent information: https://youtu.be/dnqfhcdLZvs 
 

 

 

 

We would be so grateful if you could download the Asda 

Rewards App and join our Cashpot for St Pauls. 

We already have £178.50 in the pot which 

is amazing, and this money will come straight back into 

school! 

Please ask at the office if you need any help in how to 

support us. 

 

Please click on the links below 

to watch a video about the Flu 

Vaccination – sent through 

from our local NHS Team. 

https://youtu.be/JepMe0BkDiI
https://youtu.be/dnqfhcdLZvs


 

 



 

 

 

Phone Safety Tips (from UK Safer Internet Centre). Further 
informationhttps://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-

resource/parents-and-carers/phones 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAFEGUARDING CONCERNS 
If you have any Safeguarding 
concerns, please contact  
Miss Gaskell (DSL)  
01785 337436 
Or  
Staffordshire Safeguarding 
Board 0300 1118007 

SEND Questions 
If you have any questions about 
your child regarding Special 
Educational Needs, please 
contact  
Mrs Nevins-Stanford (SENDCo) 
01785 337436 
 

https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers/phones
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers/phones

