St Pauls CE (C) Primary School
Learning and growing together in God's love

"There is one hody, and one Spirit, just as there is one hope to which God has called you.’
Ephesians &4: 4-5

Weekly Newsletter - Autumn Term - Friday 8" November 2024

Message from the Headteacher
Good afternoon and welcome back!

What a lovely start to the new term we have had, with welcoming you all into school for our first
parent’s evening of the year. Thank you so much for attending — we really appreciate how supportive
you are and it was amazing to see so many of you over the two evenings.

On Thursday morning we had our phonics workshop. These events will take place throughout the year
and are so important to give information about your child’s learning and how you can support at
home. As always, our workshop materials will be emailed out as well as going on to the website. Your
support for future events is encouraged and welcomed.

Next week is another busy week. It is anti-bullying week and part of this is Odd Socks Day on Tuesday
12" November. We are asking that as many children as possible join in with this important event,
wearing school uniform but wearing the brightest odd socks they can find! This year the theme is
‘Choose Respect’ which is such an important message and one in which we teach every day at St Pauls
with our Christian Value of Respect.

Monday is Remembrance Day where we will be walking to the church to take part in a short service
and a quiet time to reflect. The children have been working hard to learn a song called ‘We will
remember.’

On Friday it is Children in Need. This year we will not be raising money as we have already supported
some amazing causes so far this year — however we will be showing our support and raising awareness.
(If you would like to donate to Children in Need we will be displaying the QR in the front entrance on
the notice board to give quick access and donate directly.) The children can dress up in something
yellow or spotty, or the children may just like to wear their uniform and wear a Children in Need
headband, yellow bows in their hair or spotty scarf. Be creative! During the day we will be learning
about the charity and taking part in some learning and creative activities.

Finally, what an amazing week for attendance! 100% in 3 classes and 97% overall. Being in school is so
important and key learning is missed when absent — even if just for a day. Your continued support to
make sure the children are Here Every day Ready On time and making them Heroes is brilliant!

Have a lovely weekend
See you all on Monday

Miss Gaskell and the St. Paul’s Team.




Whole School Weekly
Attendance
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Reception 100%

Year 1/2 97%

Year 3/4 100% ﬁ
Year 5 100% V R / 5
Year 6 96%

Being in school every day is so important to ensure children have the best chance possible
of achieving well and reaching their potential.

This term our target as a school is 96%. To help children to achieve this we will be inviting
parents into school to speak with Miss Gaskell to look at ways in which we can support to
raise the attendance of your child. We will be launching attendance awards and leading
assemblies with the children so that they understand the importance of being in school
every day and on time.

The gates close at 8:45am —
this is so that we are open for
our statutory time of 32.5
hours. Please be on time as Remembrance Church Service
the morning session until
9:00am is target learning time

for all children.
Our school equipment should not be Tuesday 12" November 9:30am and 1:30pm

Monday 11%" November

New Reception Class 2025 Open Day

used in the mornings before school.
The children are not supervised

at this time. Reception and Year 6 Heights and weights
We still have some children who are
taking PE kits home and not bringing

them back into school. It is really Whole school flu Vaccinations
important that Forest School Kit is

separate and PE kit is not used for this Children in Need ?A
club

Wednesday 13" November

Friday 15%" November




Class Winner!

Reception Carter

\ Year1 Daniel

Year 2 Lana

Year 3 Orla

Year 4 Aous

Year 5 Marsie

Year 6 Ruby

Values Award,

Congratulations

For being a shining rainhow in our learning community, showing the value,
Respect
Excellence F

Belief and Courage
Equality
Honest
Friendship and Love

Swords gf Success Award,
Congratulations.

Their excellence. in building their knowledge and skills in

Respect
Excellence

Belief and Courage
Equality
Honest

Class Winner!
Reception Alhie

Year 1 Avao

Year 2 Isaac

Year 3 Robyn
Year 4 Daisy,

Year 5 Sienna

Year 6 Jethror
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This week reception class have been learning about GCPs: ‘v’ (volcano), ‘w’ (wave), ‘X’
(box), and ‘y’ (yoyo). We have worked hard on our mark making skills to form the
diagonal up — down lines of these graphemes. We have also been reading our new texts
that were sent home on Thursday.

On Tuesday, we began our new learning (Sparkle and
Shine) all about celebrations. We have been learning
about Diwali, Bonfire Night and celebrating the
achievements Pablo Fanque who was the ‘Great
Victorian Showman’. We have made Rangoli plates,
fireworks and rehearsed our circus skills.

In Maths, we have been learning about circles and triangles. Counting the numbers of corners and sides, describing
these as straight or curved. We haveall been consolidating our knowledge of 1, 2 and 3, rolling a dice to create our
own bonfire pictures usi/ng Ieave‘s:,%({ﬂf
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This week has really started with a ‘bang’ for our sparkling Reception learners!




Year 1 and Yeor 2

Our first week back in Year 1 and 2 has been a very busy one! We have begun learning about all of our new topics for
this term and the children have enjoyed developing their knowledge across the whole curriculum.

We began looking our new text in English ‘Astro Girl’, the children have loved learning facts about Space and how to
become an astronaut. We have been collecting lots of facts as next week
we will be writing a fact file all about Space using our new knowledge!

In Maths, Year 2 children have continued to work on addition and
subtraction. They have shown excellent resilience this week as the
learning has been trickier and testing their brains, however they are taking
on the challenge brilliantly! Year 1 children have begun looking at 3D and
2D shapes, the children have loved the practical elements of these lessons
and using the concrete resources to build models using different shapes.

Our focus in science this week was learning how to grow a plant. The children learnt the process of how to plant and
nurture a seed for it to grow into a plant. They then used this knowledge to write a set of instructions about how to
complete this process successfully.

We have celebrated Black History Month this week, the class were given a significant figure to learn about and our
person was Katherine Johnson. The children really enjoyed learning about Katherine’s life and the obstacles she had
to overcome. They also used their Space knowledge from English to make some excellent connections. They had
some insightful thoughts on how Katherine may have been feeling at points in her life and some amazing advice on
how we can include and be kind to everyone.

We carried out our first fieldwork lesson in Geography this week.

Our enquiry question is
‘Where on our school grounds
could we encourage plant
life?’ The children explored the
school grounds and made
observational drawings of the
plant life we already have on
our school grounds. The
children really enjoyed
completing this activity.
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In the first week back
after half-term, the
children dove into a
variety of engaging and
enriching activities
across the curriculum.
Black History Month
continued to inspire
learning, with a
spotlight on the life and
contributions of Nelson
Mandela. In reading
and history lessons,
students explored
Mandela’s journey, his fight against apartheid, and his lasting
impact on justice and equality. These discussions helped deepen

their understanding of perseverance and courage.

In computing, the children were introduced to stop-motion
animation, a skill that combined creativity and technical
understanding. They enjoyed making their own flip books,
experimenting with drawing and sequencing to create simple
animations. This hands-on project allowed them to experience
the basics of animation and storytelling in a fun and interactive
way.

Dance lessons brought a burst of energy to the week, with the children drawing inspiration from Matilda.
They improvised dance movements to express emotions and scenes from the story, tapping into their
imagination. To add structure, they learned the Jazz Box Step, a lively sequence that brought rhythm and
organization to their performance. This step also introduced them to basic jazz dance fundamentals, which
they incorporated into their final routines.




Year 5 and Year 6

Year 5 have started their new topic on Solids, Liquids and Gases. To
begin with we looked at understanding some of the key vocabulary
that we will be coming across through this unit. The children then
enjoyed learning about the different states of matter. They described
and explained the particle models of matter. They also used
everyday examples such as ice cubes (solid), liquid (water) and steam

For Black History month,

Year 5 have been learning

about a significant figure called Marcus Rashford. They researched
lots of facts about Marcus’s life, career and all the great charities
that he supports.

Children produced very detailed and descriptive facts files about
Marcus Rushford. Through guided Reading sessions children have
understood the impact of a famous person using his voice to make
changes in society. Especially his impact on free school meals.

Year 6 have begun their new writing topic based on the book 'hidden
figures', which tells us all about the black women who were a crucial part
of getting some of the first aircraft's into space. They are going to be
writing a non-chronological report about these amazing women so, in
preparation, they have deconstructed a WAGOLL and identified the
features. They have really enjoyed researching, grouping headings and
asking lots of questions about this important topic.




What's on in the Autumn Terp,
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Y3, 4,5&6
Tuesday
PALS Dance Club
Y1,2,3,4,5&6
Wednesday
Foothall
Y1,2 &3
Thursday
Lunchtime Choir
Foothall
Y4,5 & 6
Friday,
Forest School
Y3,4,5&6




We would be so grateful if you could download the Asda
Rewards App and join our Cashpot for St Pauls.

We already have £ 1 7 8 ° 5 O in the pot which

is amazing, and this money will come straight back into
school!

Please ask at the office if you need any help in how to
support us.

Please click on the links below
to watch a video about the Flu
Vaccination — sent through
from our local NHS Team.
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#GET VACCINATED
GET PROTECTED

Help your child be a superhero
and protect others from flu

Student information: https://youtu.be/JepMe0BkDil

Parent information: https://youtu.be/dngfhcdLZvs

5 tips to keep kids safe on WhatsApp

security settings to keep users safe. Customise groups, app

a 'I Review privacy settings WhatsApp has a range of privacy and
access, live location and more.

@ WhatsApp fntemet

matters.org
safety guide for & 2 unwanted contacts. Then, work with them to add their friends

Customise contacts Show your child how to report and block

and family. Review and talk about their contacts regularly.

pa rents Talk about personal information Make sure your child under-

. 3 stands what personal information is. Talk about the importance
of keeping that information private on WhatsApp.

0, 0,
16+ 58 A 37 A) Show them where to get support If something goes wrong or

O\ they see something worrying on WhatsApp, make sure they

WhatsApp's Kids aged 317 Kids under 13 know to come to you, and talk about other sources of support.
minimum age who use ‘-"\'hO use . £ +1 ¥ -
% " ¢ 2 Check in regularly Once you've done all of the above, check in
in the UK sApp WhatsApp s 5 7 5 ¢
with them regularly to review settings and how they use
16 be 13 or oider. T

WhatsApp.



https://youtu.be/JepMe0BkDiI
https://youtu.be/dnqfhcdLZvs

At Natlonal Online Safety, we belleve in empowering parants, carers and trusted adults with the information 1o hold an informed conversation about online safety with thelr children, should they feel
Itiz neaded. This gulde focuses on one of many issues which we belleve trusted aduits should be aware of, Plaase visit www nationafoniinesafety.com for further guldes, hints and tips for aduits.,

What Parents & Carers Need to Know about 7 (&)

ROUP CHATS
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\WHAT ARE
THE RISKS?

BULLYING

Unkind comments or images which

are purposely aimed m an individual

con be shared f In a group chat ~

ing and oiten encouraging others

to join in the bullying behaviour. if this
ontent is shared in a groyp of their peers
olpoclclly a larger group), it serves to
nz: ify the hurt, M: rrcuu;l:at, anxiety

EXCLUSION AND ISOLATION

This common issue with gvouﬂf chats can

It’s Important to remember that ~ while the

content of the chat is private between those

in the group ~ individual users can .“"Kon

share a message, photo or video with ot

outside of the group or screenshot what’s been
osted. The risk of something your ch?d

. @

ways: st ng‘ new
group, for instance, but deliberately exciuding
a certain child. Likewise, the chat may take
place on an app which one child doesn't have
access to, moanin? thown't be invoived. A
child can also feel when a group chat is
used to discuss or share images from an event
that woryono olse but them attended.

ntended as private bScoml ublic (and
potentially g%lngtvlral is hlqﬂ Pr if there are
Y-

UN\LNOWN MEMBERS WQ
likoly your ¢ I be eommunieuting
with people t don't really know. These

not necessarily friendly toward your child.
It's wise for young le not to share
y

people they don't know well group.
s
Within lar roup chats, it's more
9‘.',% wil
stran, friends of the host, but
g thut they have

over h they
ahan after they’'ve put them online.
[ L
NOTIFICATIONS AND FOMO

A drowbuck of largo chats Is the -
sheer number cations. Every time &)~
someone in tho roup messages, your child’s
dc\dco wlll be ‘pinged’ with an alert: potentially,
id mean hundreds of notifications a day.
h this highty dnmtln&.but young
pooplo s fear of m on
sation mum l
ﬂwy try to koop up with the

INAPPROPRIATE CONI'ENT

Some discussions in group chats may
include inurproprlate words, :weming
mages or These could be
your child if they are part of that
go r they actively engt:Pa in it or not.
me chat apps have a disappearing message
function, so your child may be unable to report
' lomathing they've seen because it can only be
viewed once or for a short time.

viewed

ncreased screen time as
chat.

O

CONSIDER OTHERS’ FEEUNGS

Group chats are often an arena for

young people to gain social status. This
could cause them to do or say things on *
impulse, which could upset others in tho e
group. Encourage your child to consider how“‘
other ple might feel if they ongﬂgod in this
beha our ﬂz:ur child does upset a member of
their qvoup chat, suppon them to reach out, show
for their mistake.

PRACTISE SAFE SHARING

In any online communication, it’s vital for
young people to be aware of what they're
sharing and who might potentiaily see it.
Discuss the importance of not revealin
identifiable details like their address, their
school or tos that they wouldn't ifke to be
soen widely. Remind them that once somethi

is shared in a group, they lose control of where it
may end up and how it might be used

y N —
Meet Our Expert
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GIVE SUPPORT, NOT JUDGEMENT

Remluour child that they can confide i m ou if
they feel bullied or exciuded in a groug

instead of responding to the n who's upsot
them. Validate their hurt feel ngs and help

to put them back in control by discussing

how they'd like to handie the situation.

On a related note, you could also

empower your child to speak up if they're

in a chat where others are being picked on.

AVOID INVITING STRANGERS

, many individuals ontine hide their
trua donmy to gain a child’s trust - for
example, to gather information on them,
to exchange inappropriate content or to coax
them into doing things they aren’t comfortable
with. Ensure your child understands why they
shouldn’t add peopile they don't know to a group
chat - and, especially, to never accept a group
chut invitation from a stranger.

| massive mii'toﬁon and distraction -

If your child is in @ chat where
mapprcmato content is being shared,
advise them to block the users mnding
the material, report them to the host a
or platform and exit the group. If any o
content could be putting a minor at risk,
contact the police. Emphasise to your child that
it's OK for them to uimpll leave any group chat
that they don‘t feel comfortable being a part of.

SILENCE NOTIFICATIONS

Having a phone or tablet bombarded with
notifications from a group chat can be a

is

g late in the
uvomnﬁ Expk:m toy K.ur child that thoy

can still be part of the group chat, bu( hatit

would be healthier for them to turn off or

mute the notifications and catch up with the

conversation at a time which better suits them.
. __a

National

Dr Claire Sutheriand is on online safety consuitant, educator
and researcher who has d oped and implemented
antl-bullying and cyber safety policies for schools. She has
written various academic papers and carried out research for
the Australian govemment comparing internet use and sexting
behaviour of young peopie in the UK, USA and Australia,

Online
Safety’

=X

@ www.nationalonlinesafety.com ’ @natonlinesafety n /NationalOnlineSafety @nationalonfinesafety
Users of this guide do 2o at their own discretion. No liabllity is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 27.04.2022
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(1) UK Safer Internet Centre i
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Phone Safety Tips (from UK Safer Internet Centre). Further -_“_\:hq,\ m Cyber Bully ‘ﬁim : Downlw
informationhttps://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and- ""'"“‘ WM I” < eme r \mn "
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Talk with your child Discuss what to do if Explore parental
about responsible use something upsetting or controls

of their phone worrying happens Take a look at the controls available

Discuss what is okay and not okay to Give them the strategies they need both on the phone itself and on your
use their phone for. Talk about time in case something concerning home Wi-Fi. Talk these through with
limits and expectations of where the happens whilst they are using their your child too. Parental controls are
device can and cannot be used, this device. This could be to lock the a helpful tool, but an open

could include things like the phone screen and tell an adult, to make a conversation with your child is the
being charged outside their report to the platform they are most important thing.

bedroom overnight. using, or to block the user.

resource/pa rents-and-ca rers/phones

SAFEGUARDING CONCERNS *"’_ Staffordshire

If you have any Safeguarding ' sdfeguqrd|ng
concerns, please contact e

Miss Gaskell (DSL) =" Children Board
01785 337436

(0]¢

Staffordshire Safeguarding
Board 0300 1118007

SEND Questions
If you have any questions about
. your child regarding Special
Keeping Educational Needs, please
children safe contact
is everyone's Mrs Nevins-Stanford (SENDCo)

responsibility 01785 337436
oY L leol s Ko X e Xond
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https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers/phones
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers/phones

