w St Pauls CE (C) Primary School

Learning and growing together in God's love

'There is one body, and one Spirit, just as there is one hope to which God has called you.’

Ephesians 4: 4-5

Weekly Newsletter — Summer Term — Friday 4" July 2025

Message from the Headteacher
Good afternoon,

I cannot believe we are in July!

As always, another busy week.

Lottie came into school to lead Worship, following on from Mrs Welton last week and spoke about a
story from the Bible from 1 Samuel about God appointing a new king. This story is so important as
we continued to look at our value of Belief and Courage - teaching how we should look on the inside
of people, not just how they appear on the outside for finding their inner strength and belief.

Our Year 5 and 6 class went to watch Hamlet at the Gatehouse — and what an incredible experience
they had! I was so proud of how they came back into school so excited to tell me all about it and
how much they enjoyed it. Our children had a Q&A session with the cast, where they asked some
mature questions, the whole time showing their Values. Benedict Shaw (who is also a television
actor) is an ex-pupil of St Paul’s and he is such a great role-model to give aspiration to our children,
showing them to follow their dreams. Nothing is out of their reach if they try hard and believe they
can!

We have also had the first of our Bikeability sessions today - yet again the children having an
amazing time and showing they determination to succeed!

On Monday, we look forward to our Reception Graduation and Awards afternoon - it's going to be a
special memory for us all!

Take care

Miss Gaskell and the St Paul’'s Team

our School Vision

We welcome all God’s children into St. Paul’s loving family. we
open. up horizowns of hope and aspiration, and guide our pupils and
adults tnto ways of fulfilling thew.

We create a culture that promotes dignity and respect for all to equip
our family to live in a modern and diverse Britain, embracing
global communities. This will support the flourishing of all, to Live
well in God’s world, with the promise of Jesus to live Life tn all tts
fullness.




Whole School Weekly
95.3%
Reception 87.3
Year 1/2 96.3 OUR WEEKLY
WINNERS!
Year 3/4 96.2 W
Year 5 100
Year 6 95.8

Being in school every day is so important to ensure children have the best chance possible
of achieving well and reaching their potential.

This term our target as a school is 96%. To help children to achieve this we will be inviting
parents into school to speak with Miss Gaskell to look at ways in which we can support to
raise the attendance of your child. We will be launching attendance awards and leading
assemblies with the children so that they understand the importance of being in school
avery day and on time.

HOMZWOR:

It was lovely for our teachers to get to speak to so many of you this week about your child’s learning —
and in particular how you can support at home with homework.

Children should be reading every day — little and often is going to have the best results. Spellings are
sent home weekly and Y3-6 children have a spelling shed log in to practice ready for their test on a
Friday.

In maths, numbers bonds and counting for Reception and Year 1/2 and daily times table practice for
Y2-6. We also have our half-termly KIRFS which have been sent home today and are on our website.

PE Kit Reminder
e The gates close at 8:45am -

. . Please can we remind everyone that PE Kits need to
this is so that we are open for Y

. be worn for P.E and in Winter due to the colder
our statutory time of 32.5 temperatures outside, black joggers and a hoodie.

hours. Please be on time as This has always been part of the St Pauls PE Kit —
the morning session until information is always on our website.

9:00am is target learning time School Uniform | St Pauls CE (C) Primary School

for all children. Year 5/6 — come to school in your outdoor PE kit on a
Our school equipment should not be Thursday — black hoodie and joggers with your
used in the mornings before school. coloured PE t-shirt

The children are not supervised
at this time.

Year 1/2 PE is on a Monday and Friday

Year 3/4 PE — please come to school in kit on a Friday



https://www.st-pauls-stafford.staffs.sch.uk/school-uniform/

Father’s Day Afternoon — Friday 13'" June

Sports Day - Friday 20" June

Reception and Y1/2 11:00am
Whole School Picnic Lunch 12:00pm — 1:00pm Y3-6 1:00pm

Summer event — Friday 27*" June 2:30pm - 4:30pm
Friday 4" July

Reception graduation and Rewards Afternoon (Invites to be sent) —

Monday 7" July 2:15pm
End of Year Church Service — Tuesday 15" July 10:00am

End of year disco —

Wednesday 16 July (after school — time to be confirmed)

Year 6 Leavers Assembly — Friday 18" July 1:30pm

\ '\School breaks up for the summer holidays — Friday 18" July
/ \
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We have had another beautiful week in Reception, beginning our exciting new topic: Splash! The children
have been absolutely wonderful, embracing every new opportunity with enthusiasm.

In phonics, we have been exploring root words ending in -ed. This can be a
tricky concept, as -ed can make different sounds, but with great
determination and perseverance, the children have been segmenting and
blending these words confidently. They've even : |

been using them in full sentences! Both Miss
Higgins and | have been incredibly impressed
with the progress in handwriting across the
class —it’s truly lovely to see their hard work
paying off.

In maths, we continued our topic of Visualise, Build and Map by learning to

describe positions using vocabulary such as next to, behind, above, below,
and in front. The children articulated these
concepts brilliantly, describing where they
and their friends were with growing
confidence and accuracy.

We officially launched our Splash! topic with the opening of our very
y own Beach Café, which has been a huge hit! The children have been busy
taking orders, writing menus, creating recipes, scooping ice creams, and
: : exploring our new sandpit. The water

area has been transformed into an undersea adventure, full of sea
creatures the children have enjoyed catching and classifying. They have
also created beautiful symmetrical butterflies, showing off their
understanding of patterns and design.

At the start of the week, we had a fantastic lesson all why it’s important to
keep clean and could explain the steps needed to stay healthy. They

Reception have been amazing, as always. We’re so excited to celebrate their achievements on Monday
during our Graduation Ceremony — it’s going to be a truly special moment for us all.
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In our core subjects this week, the children have been reviewing and showcasing all they have learnt this
year. All of the children have worked so hard, and this has been evident in their results, I am so proud of
every single one of them!

In English, the children have continued their writing journey on ‘My Name is Not
Refugee’. The class have revisited their knowledge on past-tense verbs. The children
remembered this knowledge really well and applied it independently to their writing.
They have also worked on identifying and applying the un- prefix in their writing.
Children worked on sorting out the real and made up un- words.

In History this week, the children learnt what a hierarchy is and also about who
: lived and worked in Castles. They then worked
hard to think about where these people would come on the hierarchy.
The children were very interested in the role of the jester, and couldn't
believe it was a real job!

In PSHE, the children focused on responsibilities and what they are
responsible for. We discussed how responsibilities grow as we get older.
The children shared the responsibilities they have within school and
home through class discussions. We also thought about what would

happen if no one completed their responsibility and how this would affect our world We decided that the
outcome would not be good!

In Science, the children reviewed their knowledge on Plants. This is a topic we have continued to develop
and learn more about across the year. The children have retained so much knowledge on this topic and
they used this to then answer questions about how a plant grows and how it stays healthy as well.

In Art, the children developed their finger-painting skills, they created their own
pictures using only their fingers. They children were very creative in this task and
really showed their individuality. We had paintings of fruit bowls, rainbows, ice-
creams and lots more! 1)

In Computing, the children worked on programming the
Bee-Bots and we really focused on what happens when you
change the order of instructions and how much this impacts
a journey. The children are becoming so confident
navigating and using the Bee-Bots,

the growth is lovely to see.

The children have worked extremely hard this week and
showcased how brilliant they are once again. Well done
Year 1 and 2!
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$% Dear Year 3 and 4 families, 3%

This week the children have continued to work hard across all subjects. Here's a quick look at what we've
been learning in class.

& English

This week, the children have continued their journey

towards writing The Wisp in first person, imagining the

story through the eyes of Idris. They have done some

fantastic work exploring the characters in more depth,

thinking carefully about what they might look like and how

they might be feeling at different points in the story. The

children have shown real empathy and creativity as they

considered the characters’ thoughts, emotions, and

experiences. This work is helping to build a strong foundation for their own
narrative writing.

Religious Education

This week in RE, the children have continued learning about Judaism,
= exploring two important aspects of the Jewish faith in more detail: the
mezuzah and the Shema prayer. They learned about the significance of the

" mezuzah in Jewish homes and how it serves as a
| reminder of faith and values. The children then
had the opportunity to create their own mezuzot,
each containing a special message or belief that
they would like to guide them in their own lives. It was a thoughtful and
creative activity that helped the children reflect on what is important to them.

. @ Geography

4 This week in Geography, the children have been learning all about the country,
"' region, and county they live in. They used maps to explore where they are located
‘L- within the UK and identified key features of their area. The children enjoyed working
with maps and had a go at marking on their country (England), region (West
Midlands), and county (Staffordshire). It was a great way to help them understand
their place in the wider world.

= Computing

In Computing this week, the children have been
learning about different types of loops used in
programming. They explored infinite loops and
count-controlled loops, discussing how and when
each type might be useful. Using Scratch, they
practised applgmg both types of loops in their own coding projects and
thought carefully about which would be most suitable for different tasks.
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This week, Year 5 have been completing their NTS assessments and
showing great focus and resilience, while Year 6 have continued
working on their maths consolidation projects, applying a range of
skills to real-life scenarios.

In writing, both classes began planning and drafting non-chronological
reports about imaginary creatures they've invented - with some
wonderfully weird and creative ideas coming to life on the page! Year 5
pupils have also continued their blog-style retells of a strange day at
school with Miss Campbell, showing great flair in their storytelling.

In reading, the children have been exploring a non-fiction text all about blood,
linking to their science learning and helping to develop their understanding of
how information is structured in factual texts.

In history, we explored Greek mythology by analysing ancient coins and the
stories they tell through images of gods, goddesses and mythical events. The
children enjoyed uncovering the beliefs and values of Ancient Greek society
through these tiny yet powerful artefacts.

Geography focused on time
zones and the lines of longitude and latitude. The children made
excellent use of maps and globes to explore how time changes across
the world and how geography influences our daily lives.

In RE, we wrapped up our unit on justice with a reflective discussion
about fairness, moral responsibility, and how different beliefs
influence our views on justice. The children contributed thoughtful
and mature ideas.

In computing, we continued working with Micro:bits, building on our
understanding of how to use their features and writing simple code.
There's been lots of curiosity and growing confidence with the devices.

Art lessons saw the completion of our fashion designs, with children finalising their plans based on their design
briefs. It's been wonderful to see their individuality and creativity shine through their work. In science, the children
constructed simple models of lungs and used them to explain the role each part plays in the respiratory system - a
hands-on lesson that really brought the learning to life.

We also continued with our Reflect and Rewind unit in music, looking back on some of the musical skills developed
this year and deepening our appreciation for different musical styles.




For heing a shining minbow in. our leaming, community, showing the volue|
Respect

Excellence %

Belief and Courage
Equality

Honest
Friendship and Love .

Reception — Charlie
Year 1 - Victor
Year 2 - Teddy
Year 3 - Arjun
Year 4 — Lukian
Year 5 - Tyler

Year 6 — Lily

Reception - Robyn
Year 1 -Jayden
Year 2 - Isaac
Year 3 - Beth
Sword&o;ﬂSucoes&Award Year 4 - Maame
Congratalaions Year 5 - April
Ther excllncein biing ther nowiage cnd.séls Year 6 - Gabi

[




Just a few photos from
the afternoon. More to
follow on Facebook.
Please don't forget to
like and follow!

This week we have had our Y5/6

trip to Hamlet and Y5/6 level 2
Bikeability.

We are prouder than ever of their
attitude and values shown!

Let's see what next week brings...

@alehouse thealre
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Extra-curricular enrichment clubs
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“. Staffordshire

@) Safeguarding
SAFEGUARDING CONCERNS Children Partnership
If you have any Safeguarding
concerns, please contact

Miss Gaskell (DSL) children safe
01785 337436 is everyone's

Or responsibility

Staffordshire Safeguarding o) Lo Bol = Lo X At Rews
Board 0300 1118007 REUATHE

Keeping

For any information regarding children with Additional Needs for parents and
carers, Staffordshire Connects is a website giving lots of different resources, web
Pﬁp\ links and information regarding what our local area can offer.

STAFFORDSHIRE

CONNECTS This information is always on our school website but click below for the link to
JEND LOCAL take you to the home page. From there you will find the Local Offer for parents
and carers.

Staffordshire Connects

=J_' Local Offer for parents and carers SEND Questions

If you have any questions about
your child regarding Special
Educational Needs, please
contact

Mrs Nevins-Stanford (SENDCo)
01785 337436



https://www.staffordshireconnects.info/kb5/staffordshire/directory/home.page

