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‘There is one body; and one Spirit, just as there is one hope to which God has called you.’
Ephesians &4: 4-5
Spring Term Newsletter: Week Ending Friday 13** March 2026

Message from the Headteacher

Good afternoon,

Today is the Spring Equinox marking the end of Winter and the beginning of Spring. I think we are all
looking forward to some warmer days and lighter evenings.

We are hoping that we get some sunshine for our last week of term, as we are out and about and busy as

always &
We have had a wonderfully busy and joy-filled week in school as we move towards the Easter break.

This week, Lottie led our Whole School Worship, helping the children explore the story of Palm Sunday and
Jesus’ arrival in Jerusalem.

We reflected on Matthew 27:8-9, where crowds spread their cloaks and branches on the road and shouted
“Hosanna in the highest!” The children thought about what it means to welcome Jesus with the same joy,
peace, and kindness in our own lives.

Year 5 and 6 enjoyed another successful trip to Stafford Library, engaging brilliantly with the books, staff,
and activities.

Now that all classes have visited the library, please can we kindly remind families that borrowed books
should be returned directly to Stafford Library. Thank you for supporting this partnership and encouraging
a love of reading.

Parents’ Evening will take place next Wednesday and Thursday.
All appointment times have now been sent out, and we look forward to sharing assessment updates and
celebrating the children’s achievements with you.

We warmly invite all families to join us for our Easter Service at St Paul’'s Church on Tuesday at 10:00am
The children have been working hard on their readings and songs, and it promises to be a special
celebration.

Our much-loved Easter Bonnet Parade will be held on Thursday at 3:00pm, weather permitting. The
children will have had a chance to also parade in school where winners will be announced!
We hope to hold the parade outside, and we are very excited to see the children's creations!

Year 1 and 2 are looking forward to their exciting trip to the farm next week. The children have been talking
about it non-stop and it promises to be a memorable day of hands-on learning.

A reminder that our Easter Egg Hamper Raffle is now in full swing, and the hampers this year are truly
spectacular! Tickets: 50p each or 5 for £2.00
Thank you for your support—every ticket helps raise funds for the school.

Thank you for your continued support. We look forward to seeing many of you next week at Parents’
Evening and our Easter events.

Wishing you all a restful weekend,

Miss Gaskell and the St Pauls Team




Raffle Tickets on
Sale!

50p each or 5
for £2.

All proceeds will
continue to
raise funds for
our school.

Year 5 and 6 children

For those children who have been given a
form - please fill in and send back to the

office.
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A reminder please that all absences need to be logged with the
school office — not through dojo.

Please ring school to log an absence — leave a message if the office
is not open at that time, or email in
StPaulsOffice@stbartsmat.co.uk

It is really important that you log this absence by 9:30am. If we
have not heard from you follow up calls will be made to yourself

and other contacts on our list. Every day of absence must have a
eporting . .
phone call until the children return to school.

Please ensure that all children are wearing black B LAC K
smart school shoes. We have allowed black smart sc H OOL
trainers — as long as they are completely plain black

with no logos. Full a full list of school uniform s H 0 E S

please click the link to our website.

https://www.st-pauls-stafford.staffs.sch.uk/school-
uniform/

During the colder months, our outdoor PE kit needs to be
worn to ensure that children are warm and able to
participate.

A reminder of our ‘Winter’ kit:
School PE coloured house T-Shirt

Plain black hoody — no logo or branding

Plain black jogging bottoms or leggings — no logo or branding

Black trainers and pumps — not shoes or boots

We would like to request that parents are not using mobile
phones on the school playground — this is for safeguarding
reasons.

Can we also please ask that parents whilst dropping off and
picking up are not on phones to allow for staff to
communicate if necessary but also to allow you the time to
talk with your children. Drop-off and pick-up are such an
important part of their day.



mailto:StPaulsOffice@stbartsmat.co.uk
https://www.st-pauls-stafford.staffs.sch.uk/school-uniform/
https://www.st-pauls-stafford.staffs.sch.uk/school-uniform/
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All children should be wearing black hoodies and joggers in the
colder weather — plain black please with suitable PE footwear.

School Uniform | St Pauls CE (C) Primary School

Reception/Year 1/Year 2

Your Kits need to be in brought into school to be kept in the
classroom (Year 1 and 2 PE is Monday and Thursday)

Year 3/4/5/6

Children will come to school on a Friday in PE Kit

The school gate opens at 8:40am. Gates close

at 8:45am - this is so that we are open for our
statutory time of 32.5 hours.

Children have focussed learning time between
8:45 and 9:00 so it is really important that they
are ready to learn.

Whole School
Weekly Attendance

Reception/Year 1

Year 2 7%

Year 3/4
Year 5/6

Being in school every day is so important to ensure
children have the best chance possible of achieving
well and reaching their potential.

This term our target as a school is 96%. To help
children to achieve this we will be inviting parents into
school to speak with Miss Gaskell to look at ways in
which we can support to raise the attendance of your
child. We will be launching attendance awards and
leading assemblies with the children so that they
understand the importance of being in school every
day and on time.
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We have had a fantastic week in Reception and Year 1!

This week the Year 1 children completed their writing journey
/A\ on the Little Red Hen. The children worked extremely hard to
write clear and sequenced instructions. Ensuring that each

eve instruction included a verb and used ‘and’ to join words. The
Look What We’' i ion included a verb and used ‘and’ to joi ds. Th
Been Jﬁgammg final instructions were then used for our Spring Picnic on

Friday! The children worked collaboratively to listen and follow
their friends’ instructions before making their sandwich.

This week In...

5 In Maths this week it has been a ‘Lightbulb Week'. This means
the children were revisiting previous learning based on their
Rece EQ)UJ hei We focused on missing numb
’ ‘é \\I //f// gaps from their gss'essments. e focused on missing number
LN problems and missing symbol problems. The children completed
lots of fluency work on these skills and have shown huge improvements in
completmg these independently. In Reception,
the children were building their knowledge
and recall on number bonds and double facts
to 10. The children used numicon, counters
and part whole models to show these facts.

We also introduced some 3D shapes and
began learning their names and properties.

In Geography this week, the children used ;
their prior knowledge of map skills to identify and name human features that
"N surround our school. In Science, the children explored what a healthy and
" balanced diet looks like. They explored the different food groups and what
i food belongs in each. They then had to create their own balanced plate! In
History, the children learnt about the significant figure Emily Pankhurst.
They learnt about her story and how she changed the world. The children
were very intrigued and curious about Emily’s story %
and had lots of questions!

In Reception, the children have loved being able to
: get outdoors into the provision. It has been so
amazing to see thelr learning from the classroom be applied into different contexts.
The children worked hard on completing patterns, following instructions and
becoming superheroes! In RE, the children read The Last Supper and thought about
what emotions Jesus and his friends would be feeling at this point in the Easter
Story The children have been using the vocabulary taller and shorter to compare
) = their creations in the construction area. Continuing on
our theme of Vets, the role-play area has continued to be a
popular area for all of the children to explore and apply
their learning.

Another super week, filled with lots of new knowledge and
experiences. Amazing work as always Reception and Year 1.
Well done! Miss Goddard




Good afternoon, and what another busy and wonderful week it
has been in Year 2!

In English this week, the children completed their Branches
journey, writing a narrative based on The Gigantic Turnip. They
Look What We've worked hard to include time words, adverbs, expanded noun
: phrases, paragraphs and coordinating conjunctions. The children
Been ﬁgarrung carefully planned their narratives using their work from their
This week In... books, produced a draft and then edited their own writing. They
have thoroughly enjoyed this story and it has been lovely to see

Y/e a rrJ ()2/ . their CI‘“eativitg shine.

, ~ Following assessment week, our grammar lessons focused on
\/ -  1 V- \\{\\W(M\// Af// revisiting key skills. We exploreq
noun phrases, changing words into
past and present tense, and understanding the difference between exclamation
and question sentences. The children showed great determination in applying
these skills.

In reading, we explored the book Talk to the
. Tail. The children really enjoyed learning a
| range of interesting facts and were able to make inferences using the
. information in the text.

In maths, we had a lightbulb week where we revisited key concepts
following assessments. The children worked on missing number problems,
finding a quarter, making different

amounts using money and solving two-

step problems. In arithmetic, we focused on dividing by 2 to build on our
strong understanding of multiplication, and the children approached this
with confidence.

The children have continued to enjoy their

geography topic on Mexico. This week, we

compared the human features of Tulum and

Stafford. We had some great discussions, and I had to remind the children that
although Stafford does have hotels, it is not quite as popular as the sunny beaches
of Tulum!

In history, the children learned about Emmeline Pankhurst and how she helped change the world. We
discussed equality and how her actions link to our school values. The children showed a thoughtful
understanding of why her work was so important. e

In art, we had a calm and focused lesson where the children created
Aboriginal-inspired pieces based on their journey to school. Their artwork
told a story and showed great care and creativity.

In science, we explored healthy eating by discussing our favourite meals
and identifying the different food groups on our plates. The children
learned about the importance of having a balanced diet.

Well done, Year 2, on a fantastic week of learning. Have a lovely and hopefully sunny weekend. Miss
Boulter.




(a)

Look What We've

This week In...

r3/4d.

O\ W&\// il

plamung,ourpzrsuu&mlea}let ‘Join St Paul’s”. Theduldxmhmdmwped,stmng,persuasm

arguments and selected wonderful photographs of our school facilities and activities. We are
In Geogruphy, we concluded owr unit on rainforests by, exploring
a cultwre of Brazil.

In History, we completed our learning on Ancient Egypt.

In Science, the children took part in another exciting practical

investigation, this time exploring how the digestive system works.

They planned and carried out the experiment using fruit, biscuits,

In Computing, mhmrebwuleammg,h,owwlug,dum Thzchudrenpm,ctlszd/coﬂewng,am

- InArt, we began a new

' || project creating Rangoli

__ patterns as part of our
Indian art unit, which we
will complete next Monday.

| Wishing you all @ sunny
and restful weekend.

Miss Camphell




Look What We've
Been fearning

This week In...

Year Q/\W@/

W AMEN

We've had another productive and engaging week in Year 5/6, with
pupils showing excellent focus and enthusiasm in all their learmning. In Writing, the children began
a brund-new narrative jouwrney still linked to 7reason by, Berlie Doherty, but this time writing from
the perspective of one of Henry VIII's wives— chosen individually by each pupil. They have already
hegun to explore voice, emotions and historical context from this unigue point of view. In Reading,
we continued to strengthen key comprehension skills through a variety of short texts. In Maths, we
how to calculate their measwrements accurately

their understanding of owr topic work. In Geogruphy, we

A continued our case study of the River Nile, discussing the

communities living along its banks. In History, we moved into

the Iron Age and explored, hillforts—thinking carefully about

reveal about life at the

time. In Science, the
dwdmmuﬁmwmngzoﬁmthemm companng,thw

vocabulary

In RE, we examined different Christian viewpoints on
Jorgiveness and redemption vary within Christianity, Art
lessons were especially exciting this week as pupils created
thurown%mwﬁwwtdmoutoj&%madiﬁommmmw&mpamtedmmxtwm Ir’u
understandmg,oj&da.guabmﬂgwusanm IrLPSHE we/Leumxzd,
and how staying calm and clear-headed can help keep
people safe. It's heen a week full of creativity, curiosity and




For being a shining minbow in our leaming community, showing the volue|
Respect *
nce

Belief and Courage
Equality
Honest

Friendship and Love ‘

Reception — Rose
Year 1 - Thomas
Year 2 - Joseph
Year 3 - Isaac
Year 4 - Archie
Year 5 - Maame
Year 6 — Tyler

/e

ST PAUL'SS

CELEBRATION | «
WINNERS

"’ Vvvy’

Swords of Success Award,
Congratulations,

Their excellence. in. building their knowledge. and, skills in

Reception — Oliver
Year 1 - Charlie
Year 2 - Eleanor
Year 3 — Anthony
Year 4 - Oliver
Year 5 - Lukian
Year 6 - Niamh
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SAFEGUARDING
@ -~ 2t

( Keeping
T PAUL 3 SAFEGUARDING CONCERNS children sa‘fe‘ r“

is everyone's

PRIMARY SCHOOL If you have any Safeguarding responsibility
’ : concerns, please contact AQ" gaanm

Miss Gaskell (DSL) AAALALL

01785 337436
(0]
Staffordshire Safeguarding

B 111 7
= .. Staffordshire oard 0300 800
v ) Safeguarding
Children Partnership

, For any information regarding children with Additional

A Needs for parents and carers, Staffordshire Connects is a

- A TR -/ website giving lots of different resources, web links and
PECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS information regarding what our local area can offer.

This information is always on our school website but click
below for the link to take you to the home page. From there
you will find the Local Offer for parents and carers.

STAFFORDSHIRE

CONNECTS

SEND Questions
If you have any questions about
your child regarding Special
Educational Needs, please
contact

Miss Gaskell
01785 337436

i
of the SEND Local Offer on Staffordshire Connec

Tou



https://www.staffordshireconnects.info/kb5/staffordshire/directory/home.page

