St Paul's Primary School, | £2%8

‘There is one body; and one Spirit, just as there is one hope to which God has called you.’
Ephesians &4: 4-5

Spring Term Newsletter: Week Ending Friday 8™ May 2026

Message from the Headteacher

Good afternoon,

First of all, we would like to say “Happy 100t Birthday David Attenborough!” The children have
been learning about this inspirational man this week - a key figure in our country. We sang
songs, taken part in a live assembly and learnt lots of reasons why his work has been so
important.

It has been a quick week with only having 4 days, but as always we seem to have packed lots in!
Year 2 have been eating cake in maths (I was not invited!), Year 3 and 4 have made some
incredible mazes in DT and Year 5 have been impressing us with their attitudes in swimming -
both in and out of the pool.

A reminder that our Colour Run is happening on the last day of the term - Friday 22" May. This
is set to be a colourful event full of fun and laughter whilst also raising money for our local
church St Pauls. If your child needs another sponsor form please just ask.

I cannot believe the time has come that I am writing that next week is SATs week. We are so
incredibly proud of all our Year 6 children. We would like to invite all of our Year 6 in school next
week from 8:00am. We will make sure the children are settled, some last quick facts and top tips,
and when everyone has arrived, sit together, eat toast and keep calm.

We hope you all have a wonderful weekend

Miss Gaskell and the St Pauls Team

“If children don't grow up
knowing about nature and
appreciating it, they will not
understand it. And if they don't
understand it, they won't protect

it. And if they don't protect it, /
WO WELE "~ Sir David Frtenborough

- Sir David
Attenborough
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We are really excited about our new Pre-
School opening in September 2026. This week
I have met with the Project Manager and
Contractor for the building works happening
over the summer holidays - and my next task
is to choose paint, carpets, canopies and a
whole lot more! Please follow along on our
journey over the next few months, and share
with family and friends.




" Values Award,

Congratulations.

For being a shining rainbow in our leamning community, showing, the volue|
Respect

Reception - Bobby
Year 1 - Adam
Year 2 - Lily
Year 3 — Scarlett
Year 4 - Orla
Year 5 - Tayla
Year 6 - Alfie
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Sword&o}’Succes&Award,
Congratulations,

Their excellence. in. building, their knowledge and, skills in

Reception — Adelaide
Year 1 - Robyn
Year 2 - Ollie
Year 3 - Ewan
Year 4 — Celine
Year 5 - Elliott
Year 6 — Dean
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A reminder please that all absences need to be logged with the
school office — not through dojo.

Please ring school to log an absence — leave a message if the office
is not open at that time, or email in
StPaulsOffice@stbartsmat.co.uk

It is really important that you log this absence by 9:30am. If we
have not heard from you follow up calls will be made to yourself

and other contacts on our list. Every day of absence must have a
eporting . .
phone call until the children return to school.

Please ensure that all children are wearing black B LAC K
smart school shoes. We have allowed black smart sc H OOL
trainers — as long as they are completely plain black

with no logos. Full a full list of school uniform s H 0 E S

please click the link to our website.

https://www.st-pauls-stafford.staffs.sch.uk/school-
uniform/

During the colder months, our outdoor PE kit needs to be
worn to ensure that children are warm and able to
participate.

A reminder of our ‘Winter’ kit:
School PE coloured house T-Shirt

Plain black hoody — no logo or branding

Plain black jogging bottoms or leggings — no logo or branding

Black trainers and pumps — not shoes or boots

We would like to request that parents are not using mobile
phones on the school playground — this is for safeguarding
reasons.

Can we also please ask that parents whilst dropping off and
picking up are not on phones to allow for staff to
communicate if necessary but also to allow you the time to
talk with your children. Drop-off and pick-up are such an
important part of their day.



mailto:StPaulsOffice@stbartsmat.co.uk
https://www.st-pauls-stafford.staffs.sch.uk/school-uniform/
https://www.st-pauls-stafford.staffs.sch.uk/school-uniform/
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All children should be wearing black hoodies and joggers in the
colder weather — plain black please with suitable PE footwear.

School Uniform | St Pauls CE (C) Primary School

Reception/Year 1/Year 2

Your Kits need to be in brought into school to be kept in the
classroom (Year 1 and 2 PE is Monday and Thursday)

Year 3/4/5/6

Children will come to school on a Friday in PE Kit

The school gate opens at 8:40am. Gates close

at 8:45am - this is so that we are open for our
statutory time of 32.5 hours.

Children have focussed learning time between
8:45 and 9:00 so it is really important that they
are ready to learn.

Whole School
Weekly Attendance

Reception/Year 1 96%

Year 2 98.5% q 7 %

Year 3/4 97%
Year 5/6 97.1%

Being in school every day is so important to ensure
children have the best chance possible of achieving
well and reaching their potential.

This term our target as a school is 96%. To help
children to achieve this we will be inviting parents into
school to speak with Miss Gaskell to look at ways in
which we can support to raise the attendance of your
child. We will be launching attendance awards and
leading assemblies with the children so that they
understand the importance of being in school every
day and on time.
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The children have completed another week of fantastic
learning and have continued to show so much perseverance

m throughout.

This week in English, the Year 1 children
Look What We've have begun a new writing journey. This
Been ﬁgarwlg writing journey is based on the
This week In... Gingerbread Man and they will be
writing instructions on how to decorate
a Gingerbread Man. To begin our
journey the children followed
Rece Q)tlj UW‘/Y/ / instructions on decorating a
VAN \ ﬁ/ Gingerbread Man in their book. They also worked
collaborativelg to go on instructions hunt around the classroom, where they had to collect
different parts of the instructions and place them in the correct order. The children have shown so
much enthusiasm for this journey so far so I know their writing outcomes will be super. The
reception children have been returned back to colourful semantic sentences this week and have
been using these to write sentences about the Gingerbread Man. The children
remembered the structure of the sentence really well and they are getting more
and more confident at writing these types of sentences on their own now.

In Maths, the Year 1 children have continued their learning on the Multiplication
and Division. This week they have been focussing on sharing and grouping; we 7
have used lots of concrete resources to understand the two concepts. The children ;T;I:: '
have also started making connections between groupings and counting in 2s, 5s and 10s which is
) 'l _" fantastic. In Reception, the children have been looking at manipulating shapes
and this week they have explored how shapes can 2D shapes can be cut up to
' make different shapes. The children have also shown great focus when copying
. 2D shape pictures, making sure their shapes were accurately drawn.

“ In the Wider Curriculum, the Year 1 children have
continued learning about Nelson Mandela and the impact he had on the
world. They used freeze frames to show different scenarios and then discuss
if it was fair or unfair and decide what they could do differently. In Science,
the children looked at living things and they went out onto the playground
to list all of the living things they could see. It was an exciting DT lesson
this week, as the children got to choose their theme and design their wacky
windmill. The children loved getting creative in this lesson.

& In Reception, the children have enjoyed getting involved in

i‘g 'l the provision. The children have loved being in the small world

/% area and role-playing in the airport, they have been discussing
‘ . where they might be flying to, what they would be packing and

i [ . most importantly who would be driving the plane! They have
N | also been designing and creating their own gingerbread men and
building gingerbread baking machines outside. I have been very

impressed with their independent writing over the last few weeks and what they
are remembering and then applying into their independent practice.

Well done on a fantastic week everybody! Have a lovely weekend. Miss Goddard




Well done, Year 2! Even though we missed a day this week,
the children still showed excellence and worked incredibly
hard in all areas of their learning.

In English, we began our new
Look What We've Brancgllles journeygbased on
Been ﬁgam.mg instructions. By the end of the
This week In... two weeks, the children will be
writing a set of instructions
explaining how to make a jam

Y/e a rr 2 sandwich cut into quarters. This
§ / rye .

’ 5 has been a brilliant way to link maths with English, and
\// ‘1 Ve \\(\\\[Q\(M\////f// the children are very excited about it. This week, we
' focused on understanding what instructions are by
exploring both the genre features, what instructions look like, and the language features, how
they are written. The children are becoming very confident at identifying features within a text,
including conjunctions, expanded noun phrases and adverbs. We then focused on imperative verbs
and how they are used to create command sentences. The children especially
§ enjoyed giving their partners commands using imperative verbs.

| In maths, we continued our fractions work by

exploring how 1/2 and 2/4 are equivalent
fractions. The children worked hard to use this
new vocabulary confidently, and it would be
wonderful if they could continue practising these
terms at home. We also explored what 3/4 means
through a very tasty lesson using food. The

chtldren turned pancakes, cucumber and cake into quarters and then ate 1/4 so they could see
that 3/4 remained.

In history, the children continued learning about Nelson Mandela and why he was such an

important figure. During class discussions, the children used vocabulary such as fair, unfair,
equal and rights to explain his impact. We also created freeze
frames to represent different scenarios and discussed whether
they showed fairness or unfairness. In science, we explored how
living things change throughout the seasons. We began by
visiting the field and playground to observe the living thmgs
around us. The children then : .
predicted how these living things,
including themselves, might change
during different seasons. In design

and technology, the children chose themes for their windmills and

designed what they would look like. We also discussed possible base

structures and thought carefully about which designs would be the

strongest and most stable.

Finally, this week we celebrated the wonderful David Attenborough ahead of his 100th birthday
on Friday. The children loved learning about his life and all the important work he has done to

help people understand and care for the natural world.

Have a lovely weekend, and we look forward to seeing everyone on Monday. Miss Boulter.




Ca)

Look What We've
Been fearning

This week In...

Tg 4\,

/,//\ V\//Af// retwned beautifully settled, focused and ready for learning,
which has made for a very positive few days in class.
In Maths, Year 3 have continued their unit on money,
amouwnts. Year 4 have now completed their unit on Position
and, Direction, where they have heen plotting and translating
coordinates on a grid with increasing accwracy.

In English, wehmremﬂvduzed,nwrappmache&w@dwng,
and revising owr writing, i/.,

across the school. The children

have responded really well to B

In History, we explored daily life in Ancient Greece, looking more
closely at the experiences of enslaved people and the roles of men
In RE, we explored the concept of grace; and the children enjoyed
writing their own versions and sharing these ideas with one anocther.

In Science, we continued our learning on forces and magnets, carrgmg,ouiaarwthzrexpemn,entw
investigate how poles attruct and repel. The children showed great curiosity and enthusiasm during
InICT, weamoomlnumg,ourcod,mg,umb where children are developing their understanding of
different commands and how these can be used to create simple programs.

As part of celebrations for Sir David Attenhorough's 100th birthday, meduldxmalsorergggzd
learning ahout his life and work, gaining an appreciation
Jor his role in inspiring people to care for the natural world.

gardening club. this week, where the children learned the
Wishing yow all @ restful weekend and hoping the sunshine
continues.

Miss Camphell




Look What We've

This week In...

We have reached, the fourth week of the Summer 1

term and pupils in Year 5/6 continue to approuch

determination. With just a week to- go until SATs,

Yecu'b mwl&hmebamwvrbngmmﬂhlg,hwd,m

mamsmmmwww*d&dldtengp/ Thewstmng,lmume&and,calrnappmudvhaveen&md,dassmm&

In Reading, Year 5 pupils completed a reading jowrney based on King
Henry V, wmnwwvwwtxyo;ﬂwmpmhen&ona,twsﬂmmﬁum
wm@hx;uu@mmmmmmmmum dmwnstm,tmg,
growing confidence in discussing texts in detail.
In Writing, pupils have begun their setting description narratives inspired
by Victorian slums. There has been a clear focus on writing for purpose
and audience, with children aiming to adopt a non-fiction yet emotive
tone. They have worked hard to create atmosphere through precise vocabulary, descriptive language and

thoughtful sentence constructiorn.

In Maths, Year 5 pupils have started a new unit on position and

descrihe movements and patterns.

Across the wider cwrriculum, pupils have continued to build, their

knowledge and skills. In Geography, they used four-figure grid references ™

to locate and map places across Staffordshire, strengthening their map- B S
madu@andspatxaLawumnm IFLHL&tOTy., pupd&explomdthzendoj&Rommnd@mBnium cons»dmng,
In Computing, pupils continued their party planning project using spreadsheets, learning how to enter data,
WWWMWMWMMIWPSHE dwwsm}awsedmhﬁwwbepwtoﬂa

It has been another productive and focused week, and we are extremely proud of the effort, resilience and,




SATs Week

Monday 11" May - Thursday 14™ May

Class Photographs
Friday 22" May Morning
Sponsored Colour Run

Friday 22" May Afternoon

Year 4 Multiplication Check
From Tuesday 2" June
Year 1 Phonics Screening

From Monday 8™ June

Father's Day afternoon

Friday 19 June (time slots to be confirmed)

Year 5/6 Residential

Monday 22" June - Friday 26™ June

Sports Day

Thursday 2™ July

10:30am for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2
12:00pm - 1:00pm Whole School picnic lunch

A ‘ \ (ALl parents invited)
> | 38
eV

Reports due out
Friday 3™ July
Report drop-in/end of year teacher catch up

Wednesday 8™ July from 3:15pm

Summer Fair

Friday 10" July 2:00pm

End of Year Church Service

Tuesday 14™ July 10:00am

Reception Graduation & Yr R-6 Awards
Ceremony

(winners to be emailed individually)

Wednesday 15" July 2:00pm

Year 6 Disco

Thursday 16™ July 6:00pm -7.30pm

Year 6 Leaver's Assembly

Friday 17" July 2:00pm




Neurodivergent children are often early adopters of
technology, making supported online experiences

especially important.

Our latest #WakeUpWednesday guide helps
parents and educators understand how to create
safe, positive digital environments.

It explores key

considerations, including:

» Modelling responsible
online behaviour

- Setting age-appropriate
boundaries

- Encouraging open and
supportive conversations
« Understanding
emerging risks such as
AI-generated content

The guide also highlights
the importance of
balancing screen time
with offline activities to
support wellbeing and
development.

Download the guide here:

https://vist.ly/536kq

#Education
#Safeguarding
#0nlineSafety
#Neurodiversity
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10 Top Tips for Parents and Educators

4

HELPING

NEURODIVERGENT CHILDREN

A NAVIGATE THE ONLINE WORLD

Neurodivergent people tend to be early adopters of technology, and many influential innovators in this space are neurodivergent themaelives.
It’s therefore likely that o neurodivergent child or young person may be drawn to the online world from an early oge. This lsn’t a concern in

Itsolf, but understanding both the

benefits and potential risks Is essential. Here ore ten key considerations to support safe and positive online
experiences for neurodivergent children.

y TREAT ONLINE LIKE go. 2> 6 BUILD YOUR KNOWLEDGE

THE REAL WORLD

m troen the outset

MODEL RESPONSIBLE

CONSIDER AGES
AND STAGES

5 KEEP CONVERSAT!ONS
OPEN

Meet OQur Expert

gentt.

.‘ '@ e

g UNDERSTAND Al
CONTENT

EXPLAIN Al
LIMITATIONS

(o CLARIFY Al
RELATIONSHIPS
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is everyone's

PRIMARY SCHOOL If you have any Safeguarding Rethoisiity
‘ ) concerns, please contact AQA gamam

Miss Gaskell (DSL) SERE

01785 337436
(0]
Staffordshire Safeguarding

_ Board 0300 1118007
Staffordshire
Safeguarding
Children Partnership

: For any information regarding children with Additional
A Needs for parents and carers, Staffordshire Connects is a
* @ ' website giving lots of different resources, web links and

PECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS information regarding what our local area can offer.

This information is always on our school website but click
below for the link to take you to the home page. From there
you will find the Local Offer for parents and carers.

STAFFORDSHIRE

CONNECTS

SEND Questions
If you have any questions about
your child regarding Special
Educational Needs, please
contact

Miss Gaskell
01785 337436

e
of the SEND Local Offer on Staffordshire Connec

Tou



https://www.staffordshireconnects.info/kb5/staffordshire/directory/home.page

